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in shaping the future of our Nation. The
Okaloosa County Teacher of the Year award
is a reflection of Mrs. Wadsworth’s tireless
work ethic and steadfast dedication to the
Okaloosa County community. She has proven
to be among the many exceptional teachers in
Northwest Florida, and her contributions to her
students and community are unparalleled.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am proud to recognize Charlotte
Wadsworth as the Okaloosa County, Florida
Teacher of the Year and thank her for her
commitment to service to Northwest Florida.
My wife Vicki joins me in congratulating Mrs.
Wadsworth, and we wish her all the best for
her continued success.

———————
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | would like to recognize
the tremendous accomplishment of Dr. Aziz
Sancar for winning the Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry. He and his team have been working for
decades to understand human DNA more
thoroughly, and have recently made a break-
through in mapping DNA repair.

Originally from Turkey, Dr. Sancar earned
his Ph.D. in molecular and cell biology from
the University of Texas at Dallas in 1977. It
was during his time at UT-Dallas that Dr.
Sancar successfully purified and described a
bacterial enzyme called photolyase. This dis-
covery was integral to his work that won him
the Nobel Prize. Dr. Sancar was granted the
status as a distinguished alumnus of UT-Dal-
las in 2009. His Nobel Prize is the icing atop
the cake of his everlasting contribution to UT-
Dallas and its doctoral program in molecular
and cell biology. He is the first alumnus to win
a Nobel Prize.

Dr. Sancar is the Sarah Graham Kenan Pro-
fessor of Biochemistry and Biophysics at the
University of North Carolina School of Medi-
cine. He has been there since 1982. The work
he has done at his lab on mapping the cellular
mechanisms that underlie DNA repair, which
occurs every single minute of the day in re-
sponse to damage caused by outside forces,
such as ultraviolet radiation and other environ-
mental factors, is the reason he won the
Nobel Prize. In particular, Sancar mapped nu-
cleotide excision repair, which is vital to DNA
subjected to UV damage. His work will create
a better system of identifying how cancer
drugs target cancer cells, and will improve
treatment.

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the U.S. Turk-
ish Congressional Caucus, | want to express
how much | value Turkish Americans’ sci-
entific, political, athletic and artistic contribu-
tions to America’s rich mosaic. | congratulate
Dr. Sancar for his hard work in mapping DNA
repair, potential for advancements in cancer
treatment, and pride he has brought UT-Dallas
and the greater Dallas community in winning
the Nobel Prize. And therefore, | want to for-
mally recognize the brilliant Dr. Aziz Sancar in
the U.S. House of Representatives.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the late Grace H. Daniels
for her service to the city of Philadelphia. A
force in Philadelphia politics and an unwaver-
ing advocate for Philadelphia’s African Amer-
ican community from the late 1940s until her
death in 1980, Grace’s lifetime of service to
the people of Philadelphia will be recognized
this month when 46th Street is renamed
Grace H. Daniels Way in her honor.

Shortly after becoming one of the first Afri-
can-American women to graduate from Duke
University, Grace came to Philadelphia in the
1940s with her husband Otis and their large
family. Settling into their new home on 46th
Street, Grace quickly became active in the
community and as a parent of nine children in
the Philadelphia School District.

It should be no surprise that Grace’s desire
to help better her community led her to de-
velop an interest in politics. She was elected
Democratic Committeewoman of Philadel-
phia’'s 44th Ward in 1947. She later became
chairperson of the 44th Ward in 1967 and a
member of the Democrat State Committee in
1977, positions she would hold until her death
in 1980. During her time in Philadelphia poli-
tics, Grace developed a reputation as a loyal
and dedicated leader who always paid close
attention to the needs of her constituents.

Although she is no longer with us, Grace left
behind an enduring legacy of strong leader-
ship and activism. She is an important part of
Philadelphia’s history and | am proud that 46th
Street will be renamed in her honor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues help me in honoring
the life and memory of Grace H. Daniels.
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Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise on #RestorationTuesday to honor
the foot soldiers of the Voting Rights Move-
ment. On March 7th of last year, while aboard
Air Force One en route to Selma for the 50th
Anniversary of Bloody Sunday, President
Obama signed the legislation | introduced to
award the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Foot Soldiers who participated in Bloody Sun-
day, Turnaround Tuesday, and the final Selma
to Montgomery Voting Rights Marches in
1965.

On that day, 50 years after the march, thou-
sands of grateful Americans gathered in my
hometown to celebrate and honor the brave
foot soldiers and all they sacrificed in pursuit
of equality, justice, and voting rights. Demo-
crats stood side by side with Republicans, and
the first African American President in our na-
tion’s history stood next to President George
W. Bush who reauthorized the Voting Rights
Act just nine years earlier. On that day, we
shed our party loyalties and came together as
Americans.
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Sadly, | stand on the floor of the House al-
most one year later, and Republicans continue
to refuse to bring legislation to restore voting
rights to the floor for a simple up or down
vote. The progress that was paid for with the
blood of the foot soldiers is being rolled back,
and Congress has done nothing.

Tomorrow, Republicans and Democrats will
come together again, this time in our Nation’s
Capitol, to award the Congressional Gold
Medal to the foot soldiers who showed such
bravery 50 years ago. They deserve to be rec-
ognized by our country’s leaders, but this Con-
gress should be giving them much more than
a medal. They should protect the sacred vot-
ing rights that these brave men and women
marched for 50 years ago.

As we are joined tomorrow by the foot sol-
diers of the Civil Rights Movement, | beg my
colleagues to reflect on the sacrifice they
made, as well as the ideals they fought for.
These heroic everyday Americans were con-
fronted with violence and injustice, but were
not discouraged from fighting for their God
given rights. | hope that their presence can in-
spire every member of this Congress to
#RestoreTheVote.

———————
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 60 years
ago today, a pivotal event occurred in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, the birthplace of the mod-
ern Civil Rights Movement.

On this day 60 years ago, the Montgomery
Bus Boycott, which began on December 5,
1955, after Rosa Parks refused to give up her
seat to a white man and move to “Colored”
section in the back of the bus, was in its 57th
day.

To that point, the boycott had enjoyed re-
markable success.

Morning buses that normally would be
crowded with African Americans heading to
work throughout the city were essentially
empty.

Instead, many African Americans gathered
near the bus stops, waiting for rides, many of
which came from whites whose primary inter-
est was getting their domestic employees to
their homes or other workers to their places of
business.

Others rode Negro taxis, with many drivers
giving reduced fares that day.

But thousands more walked to work and
school.

An estimated that some 17,000 African
Americans took part in the boycott initially, a
number that would grow to 42,000, aided in
part by the action by the bus system itself.

In particular, within days after the boycott
began, bus officials asked the Montgomery
City Commission for permission to close
routes to many of the primary black commu-
nities, arguing that the boycott had made serv-
ice to those areas no longer financially attrac-
tive.

So in those parts of town, even the handful
of African Americans who might have wanted
to use the buses could not do so.
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